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A message from Mr Kilsby 

Hopefully, you were aware of the invitation to meet with members of the school’s Governing Body during the Parent Consultation 
Evening earlier this term. Certainly, the governors enjoyed the chance to discuss the role that they have in supporting the school; 
as well as hearing parents’ experiences of the school and noting any concerns or questions they may have had. 

The wide-ranging questions included wanting to know more about our extra-curricular provision, the organisation of lunchtimes, 
and the support we provide for pupils where English is an additional language. A number of parents were also keen to understand 
the rationale behind some of the school’s policy decisions, such as the seating arrangements in classes and how we promote good 
attendance.  

All of the questions have been considered by the school’s SLT, and detailed responses have been sent to the governors, who will 
be feeding them back to the relevant parents. 

The process has helped reinforce the importance of ensuring that parents and carers are clear about the various ways they can 
find out more about how (and why) we do things the way we do. This could involve talking to the school leaders face to face on 
the gate at both ends of the school day; emailing the Office (office@cottenham.cambs.sch.uk); or through making contact with the 
school’s governors (who are currently considering how to ensure that they are a visible presence at a range of school events).  

It has also provided a timely nudge that many of our parents and carers may not understand the emphasis we place on ensuring 
that every aspect of our educational offer is carefully considered so that it gives us the best chance possible to equip the children 
to become knowledgeable, considerate, tolerant and happy young people; who are all on the way to finding their voices in this 
world. 

“Knowledge is Never Wasted.” 

Coming up… 

20th December,  2024: End of Autumn Term (2pm) 

6th & 7th January, 2025: Professional Development Days (children not in school) 

8th January, 2025: Start of Spring Term (children return) 

w/b 13th January, 2025: Healthy Schools Week 

9th January, 2025: EYFS Open Day (details to follow) 

27th January, 2025: Parent Helper Induction session (14:15—15:00) 

27th January, 2025: National Child Measurement Programme (EYFS and Year 6) 

4th February, 2025: 1/2HR and 1/2SR visiting All Saints Church 

5th February, 2025: 1/2GT, 1/2TO and 1/2LW visiting All Saints Church 

6th February, 2025: House Day (details to follow) 

13th February, 2025: Special Menu, ‘Forever Friends’ 

11th & 13th February, 2025: Parent Consultation Evenings (15:30—18:00) 

w/b 17th February, 2025: Half-term  

6th March 2025: World Book Day (details to follow) 

19th March, 2025: Year 6 SATs Information Evening (18:00) 

21st March, 2025: Red Nose Day 

26th March,  2025: Music Concert (details to follow) 

4th April, 2025: Break up for Easter (14:00) 

22nd April, 2025: Start of summer term 

5th May, 2025: Bank Holiday 

Assembly Music 

Recent music in assemblies has included: “The Circle 

(Acoustic Version)” by Ocean Colour Scene; “Christmas 

(Baby Please Come Home)” by Darlene Love; “Stay   

Another Day” by Ella Henderson; and “Must be Santa” 

by Bob Dylan. 

 

Tier 2 Vocabulary 

Please be aware that the following Tier 2  vocabulary 

is  currently being shared and taught across the 

school: 
 

EYFS   Perhaps; Wonderful; Celebrate    

Year 1  Snuggle; Grimy; Careful    

Year 2  Caution; Temptation; Scatter    

Year 3  Shattered; Lazily; Chaos  

Year 4  Remote; Contained; Impression;  

  Rightful; Suspect 

Year 5/6 Thunderous; Hesitant; Horrified 
  

NB., For Tier 3 Vocabulary, please refer to your child’s Knowledge 

Organisers 

For the latest information about what is happening in school, why 

not follow us on X (formerly Twitter) at @cpsprimary? 

Here are the weekly themes that we are  

constantly striving to develop across the school: 

Respect Your Community 

Be The Best Version of You 

Be a Manners Monster 

Never Give Up 

Be a Word Warrior 



 

“Knowledge is Never Wasted.” 
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Information From  NHS Pharmacy Services  

Did you know that the NHS Pharmacy First Service enables children and adults to get 

convenient access to healthcare advice and treatment, where appropriate, for seven 

common conditions without the potential delay of having to wait for a GP appointment? 

Accessing the service may mean that we can help children feel better and get back to 

school as quickly as possible, as well as supporting parents/carers to also get better if 

they are unwell with one of the conditions covered under the service. 

There is no need to make an appointment; parents or carers can pop into their local 
Boots pharmacy with their child and ask for help under the service. 

Support for the following conditions can be accessed under the service, free of charge 

(unless NHS prescription charges apply): 

• Earache (aged 1 to 17 years) 

• Impetigo (aged 1 year and over) 

• Infected insect bites and stings (aged 1 year and over) 

• Sore throats (aged 5 years and over) 

• Sinusitis (aged 2 years and over) 

• Uncomplicated urinary tract infections (UTIs) in women (aged 16 to 

64 years) 

• Shingles (aged 18 and over) 

Goodbye, Goodluck and Thank-you 

to Mrs Bowstead! 

After two years as our PE Lead, Mrs Bowstead is  moving on to 

pastures new. 

Under her tenure, the profile of PE at CPS has continued to 

grow, with more and more children experiencing a range of 

sporting opportunities, including the thrill of representing the 

school.  

I am delighted to inform you that Mrs Kenward will be taking 

on the responsibility of leading PE at CPS and I know that she 

will be championing the rich tradition of sport at Cottenham 

Primary School.  




