
 

 

 

 
 

EYFS Autumn 1 Talk for Writing: Nursery Rhymes 
 
 

 
1. Humpty Dumpty 
Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, 
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall; 
All the king's horses and all the king's men 
Couldn't put Humpty together again. 

 
 

2. Miss Polly 
Miss Polly had a dolly who was sick, sick, sick. 
So she phoned for the doctor to be quick, quick, quick. 
The doctor came with his bag and his hat 
And he knocked at the door with a rat-a-tat-tat. 
He looked at the dolly and he shook his head 
And he said “Miss Polly, put her straight to bed!” 
He wrote on a paper for a pill, pill, pill 
“I’ll be back in the morning yes I will, will, will.” 
 

 
3. Five little ducks 

Five little ducks went swimming one day 
Over the hill and far away 
Mother duck said, “Quack quack quack quack” 
And only four little ducks came back! 

Four little ducks went swimming one day 
Over the hill and far away 
Mother duck said, “Quack quack quack quack” 
And only three little ducks came back!  

Three little ducks went swimming one day 
Over the hill and far away 
Mother duck said, “Quack quack quack quack” 
And only two little ducks came back!  

Two little ducks went swimming one day 
Over the hill and far away. 
Mother duck said, “Quack quack quack quack” 
And only one little duck came back!  

One little duck went swimming one day 
Over the hill and far away 
Mother duck said, “Quack quack quack quack” 
And all her five little ducks came back! 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

4. The Grand Old Duke of York 
 
Oh, the grand old Duke of York 
He had ten thousand men 
He marched them up to the top of the hill 
And he marched them down again 
And when they were up, they were up 
And when they were down, they were down 
And when they were only half-way up 
They were neither up nor down 

 
5. One Two, Buckle My Shoe 

 
One, two 
 Buckle my shoe, 
 Three, four 
 Knock on the door, 
 Five, six 
 Pick up sticks, 
 Seven, eight 
 Lay them straight, 
 Nine, ten 
 A big fat hen. 
 
NB: In class we will focus on going up to ten only for the moment 


