
Read Write Inc



• Blending for reading: ‘Fred Talk’
• From blending to reading
• Segmenting for spelling: ‘Fred Fingers’
• How to support blending and segmenting at home

In this session

• How to support blending and segmenting at home



EYFS Speed Sounds



• The children are introduced to Fred Frog
• Fred can only talk in sounds.
• He says ‘c-a-t’ not ‘cat’.
• We call this Fred Talk.

Fred Talk

• We call this Fred Talk.

• You can use Fred Talk at home e.g. get your c-oa-t, time for b-e-d. 



Blending using Fred Talk



• Children begin using the letter sounds cards
• Teachers model reading each sound and blending them 

together
• Children then move on to reading ‘Green Words’ card with dot 

for each sound.  They progress from segmenting and blending 
each word orally (Fred Talk), to segmenting and blending in 
their head (Fred in Your Head), to reading the words without 
the dots.

Segmenting and Blending

the dots.
• Red Words are non- decodable words.  Children are taught the 

‘tricky’ part of the word then read these at sight.



Storybooks



• Once children are confident with blending single words, 
in class they will encounter some short texts known as 
‘Ditties’ before moving onto Red Ditty Books

• Once on Red Ditty book children will begin to bring home 
‘Book Bag Books’

• Once beginning on Red Ditty, children will progress 
through the different levels of the scheme

Story Books

through the different levels of the scheme



Fred Fingers



• At the moment we are at the early stages of teaching 
spelling using simple CVC words and magnetic boards

• We will move on to learning how to use Fred Fingers
• One finger for each sound, using opposite hand to 

writing hand – ensure hand is facing child and they are 
going in the right direction

• Children will be thinking about how many sounds they 

Fred Fingers

Children will be thinking about how many sounds they 
can hear in the word, what they are, then write them 
down



• Reading to your child and enjoying books
• Rhymes / songs
• Word games and ‘Fred Talk’

When children are ready:
• If they are interested, sound out and blend some simple 

words in books
• Praise attempts at writing

At home

• Praise attempts at writing
• Later on support spelling using ‘Fred Fingers’
• Magnetic letters





• Oxford Owl Website
• Phonics made easy page: 

Phonics help: 10 top tips

www.oxfordowl.co.uk

More Information

www.oxfordowl.co.uk


